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Dana Kulvin, J.D., M.PH.
Directing Attorney

Cynthia L. Johnson
Director, Cash Managemes
Financial Management Se:
U.S. Department of e T:-
401 14" Street, S.W. Roo 1
Washington, DC 20227

RE: Proposed rule on EFT
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- valf of AIDS Legal Services, and our many client who receiv -rnonthly federal

3 on the Treasury Department's proposed regulations on EF” ¢ 9 (31 CFR Part
is a non-profit legal organization serving the low-incone Hi™v and AIDS
nunty, California. We provide legal service and referrals in b areas of
~onsurner rights, debt relief, discrimination, estate plannins.. ~mong other

nisury's stated goal of using EFT 99 as a way to bring people - ho currently do
the financial mainstream so that individuals with lower inco u¢s can enjoy

~ system is not properly set up, it may actually work to the deinment of our
nendations are listed below.

'iduals should still be able 1o receive a paper check if EFT s« -Ud cause
‘nancial hardship. It should not be dependent on eligibility - +te or lack of a
Additional consideration in waivers should be given to indi- duals facing

i barriers,

. All individuals should be eligible for ETA accounts, and th:se accounts
“ensive ot free and provide the necessary features an indivic ! will need to
ant. Such features should include: additional deposit - apal t ties, checks or
s orders, account activity information. ATM access, and cus ¢ ner support
ent 11 those offered for checking accounts at most banks.. These services
ired of the banks receiving this influx of new cash, and other costs should be
iying the estimated $1,000,000.00 in savings. It is also critic»! that ETA
- arce offered the same consumer protections that are afforded ‘o others with
rred depository institutions.  All of ‘hese requirements are = cssary to avoid
“ieral benefits from being relegated to the back of the bunkir: dus,

~unts. The Treasury must use its aulhority to protect indivic - J recipients and
“vhich could eliminate many of the tenefits contemplated b "TF 99. In
"T'reastry should look at schemes emnrging between banks a 1. check cashers,
szorbitant fees for cashing, money crers and other services.
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Thank you i adv: ~ce for your time and consideration. ‘The Treasury Depaurtruent bas the
opportupity to implement : © “stem which saves the government noney and increased th- vuefits and
service to individuals. In ¢ et 1o do this, it must guard against private institutions whit aie looking 10
carve out additional profit ““om the federal benefit programs. Our clients look forward ‘s vour response.

Sincerely,

John Doherty
Acting Dircctor
AIDS Legal Servic:s,
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